
The Great Fire: a Traveling Truck Show WORKSHOPS 

 

“The Great Fire: a Traveling Truck Show” is a revival of American 

Vaudeville and an exploration of Chicago History that will tour 

Chicago neighborhoods in the Fall of 2012.  With a large moving 

truck as the stage, the show will stop at community sites in a 

series of Saturdays, and engage audiences with storytelling, 

music, movement, comedic skits, puppetry, multimedia 

dioramas, and more. 

http://travelingtruckshow.org/ 

 

Workshops 
In an effort to make creative experience accessible and engage communities directly, we plan to activate 
our tour sites before performances, using our show theme and development as a connection tool.  We 
are offering a series of FREE one-day workshops to take place this Spring and Summer in community 
centers, gardens and schools near our tour sites.  The products of these events will contribute to the 
show, and include the audience in our process. 
 
We are educators, with a variety of creative talents/skills.  We are willing to volunteer our time and 
limited materials to explore the following topics with the community. We would love to work with folks 
of all ages, and we are happy to customize our workshop to coincide with existing course material or 
particular group interest.   
 
Workshops will explore elements of our show, using Chicago History and the theme of community as 
our material to play on.  Workshop topics: 

 Storytelling 

 Vaudevillian skit-writing and acting 

 Songwriting 

 Costume + Props 

 Puppet-making 

 Diorama + Panorama 

 Neighborhood maps 

 Broadside Advertising + Carnival Posters 
 
Examples: 
Our songwriting workshop will work with youth to write and record a song—based on the show theme, 
but also about their life within the current community.  Their song will be featured in the show. 
 
In our storytelling workshop, we will share stories of the neighborhood—historical, current, and 
personal—and practice different ways to retell them through visuals, sound, and movement. 
 
 

Please contact Kayce for more info or to set up a workshop with your group: 
kaycebayer@yahoo.com 
773-827-7502 

http://travelingtruckshow.org/
mailto:kaycebayer@yahoo.com


The Organizers 
We are a small group of artists, educators, musicians, writers, and performers, collaborating to organize 
a unique performance event. The core team includes:   
 

Curatorial-production duo Good Stuff House (Kayce 
Bayer + Chris Lin). Kayce and Chris are interdisciplin-
ary artists and musicians. They also teach art, design, 
and animation at Westwood College and the School 
of the Art Institute of Chicago.  
 
 
Multimedia musical performers Laughing Eye 
Weeping Eye (Rebecca Schoenecker + Patrick 
Holbrook).  Rebecca makes drawings, paintings, 
costumes, puppets, and animations.  Patrick runs a 
gallery space and works in a variety of mediums.  
Together they write, record, and perform music.   

 
 
Ryan B. Richey is a painter and a writer.  He also writes and performs 
with his band Hannis Pannis, and with the group the La La La Singers. 
 
 
 

 
 
Josh Converse is a fiction writer.  Young Cho is a 
painter, sculptor, and installation artist. Young also 
teaches classes at Lillstreet Art Center and Harrington 
College. 
 

 
 
Jenn Wilson is a painter and performer, and teaches at Columbia 
College.   
 
 
 

 
 
We are also inviting local artists and musicians to perform in each neighborhood show.   
Participating Artists: TBA 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.goodstuffhouse.org/
http://www.kaycebayer.com/
http://www.kaycebayer.com/
http://www.cardboardish.com/
http://laughingeyeweepingeye.bandcamp.com/
http://laughingeyeweepingeye.bandcamp.com/
http://www.rebeccaschoenecker.com/
http://www.patrickholbrook.com/
http://www.patrickholbrook.com/
http://www.ryanbrichey.com/
http://www.young-cho.com/
http://www.jennwilsonpaintings.com/

